
Standard Telephone Company 

ORDINANCE NO. 98-16 
 

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING THE RIGHT, PRIVILEGE AND FRANCHISE TO 
STANDARD TELEPHONE COMPANY, ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS, TO 
CONSTRUCT, ERECT BUILD, EQUIP, OWN, MAINTAIN AND OPERATE IN, ALONG, 
UNDER, OVER AND ACROSS THE STREETS, AVENUES, ALLEYS, BRIDGES, 
VIADUCTS AND PUBLIC GROUNDS OF THE CITY OF DARLONEGA, GEORGIA, ALL 
SUCH APPLIANCES, STRUCTURES AND FIXTURES NECESSARY OR CONVENIENT 
FOR RENDITION OF TELEPHONE SERVICE AND OTHER COMMUNICATION 
SERVICES AND FOR CONDUCTING A GENERAL LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE 
TELEPHONE BUSINESS; TO PROVIDE FOR PAYMENT OF A FRANCHISE FEE; TO 
PROVIDE FOR INDEMNIFICATION; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF 
DAHLONEGA. 
 
SECTION 1. Construction Maintenance and Provision of Telephone and Communications 
 
 
That the right, privilege and franchise be, and the same is hereby granted to the Standard 
Telephone Company (hereafter “Company”) and its successors or assigns, subject to the terms 
and conditions hereinafter set forth, to construct, erect, build, equip, own, maintain and operate 
in, along, under, over and across the streets, avenues, alleys, bridges, viaducts and public 
grounds of the City, any and all such appliances, structures and fixtures necessary or convenient 
for rendering telephone and other communications service and for conducting a communications 
business including the rendition of local and long distance telephone service. The appliances, 
structures, and fixtures of the Company in said City shall remain as now constructed, subject to 
such changes, under the limitations and conditions herein prescribed, as may be considered 
necessary by the City in the exercise of its lawful powers and the Company in the conduct of its 
business. 
 
For purposes of this franchise, “telephone and other communications services” shall not include 
Community Area Television (CATV) or other video transmission services. Provision of CATV 
or other video services by the Company shall require a separate franchise grant by the city. 
 
SECTION 2. Location of Poles and Conduit. 
 
The Company shall have the right to determine the number and location of poles, wires, cables, 
conduits, markers and other property and appliances to be placed in, over, upon, under and 
across the streets, avenues, alleys and other public places of said City, so long as such poles, 
wires, cables, conduits, markers, property and appliances do not interfere with or obstruct the 
normal flow of traffic, or otherwise impede the common uses of the streets, avenues, alleys and 
other public places of said City. 
 
SECTION 3. Streets to be Restored to Good Condition -- Insurance. 
 
The surface of any street, alley, highway, or public place disturbed by the Company-iii-building, 
constructing, renewing or maintaining its plant and system shall be restored within a reasonable 
time after the completion of work to as good a condition as before the commencement of the 
work. No street, alley, highway or public place shall be encumbered for a longer period than 



 
shall be necessary to execute the work. 
 
The Company shall maintain adequate insurance against all risks associated with the exercise of 
the rights granted herein, a certificate of insurance to be provided on each anniversary date of 
this ordinance to the City of Dahlonega providing coverages satisfactory to the City. 
 
SECTION 4. Operation and Maintenance of the Telephone Plant. 
 
The Company shall maintain its system in reasonable operating condition at all normal times 
during the continuance of this agreement. An exception to this condition is automatically in 
effect when service Furnished by the Company is interrupted, impaired, or prevented by fires, 
strikes, riots, or other occurrences beyond the control of the Company, or by storms floods or 
other casualties, in any of which events the Company shall do all things, reasonably within its 
power to do, to restore normal service. 
 
SECTION 5. Temporary Removal of Wires. 
 
The Company on the request of any person shall remove or raise or lower its wires temporarily 
to permit the moving of houses or other bulky structures. The expense of such temporary 
removal, raising or lowering of wires shall be paid by the benefited party or parties. 
 
SECTION 6. Tree Trimming. 
 
The right, license, privilege and permission is hereby granted to the Company, its successors and 
assigns, to trim trees upon and over-hanging streets, alleys, sidewalks and public places of the 
City so as to prevent the branches of such trees from coming in contact with the wires or cables 
of the Company and when so ordered by the City, said trimming shall be done under the 
supervision and direction of the City of Dahlonega, or of any city official to whom said duties 
have been or may be delegated. 
 
SECTION 7. Cash Consideration to be Paid by the Company 
 
To compensate the City for the value received by the Company as a result of this agreement, the 
Company agrees to pay to the City annually during the continuance of this agreement a sum of 
money equal to three percent (3%) of the gross revenue as determined by generally accepted 
accounting principles received directly or indirectly by the Company or any affiliated person or 
entity from or in connection with the provision of services over the telecommunications system 
of the Company that originate or terminate within the corporate limits of the City of Dahlonega. 
Gross revenue shall not include the wholesale revenue of the Company to the extent that the 
person providing such wholesale revenue to the Company pays to the City of Dahlonega 
pursuant to an agreement with the City of Dahlonega an annual franchise fee or any amount 
equivalent thereto, calculated on the basis of such person or entity’s gross revenues. 
 
SECTION 8. Payments of Cash Consideration to be on a quarterly basis -- other payments. 
 
The Company agrees that the consideration set forth in the preceding section hereof shall be paid 
by the Company within thirty days after the close of each quarter based upon the Company’s 
fiscal year and shall be in lieu of any other charge for street, pole or alley rental. All other lawful 
taxes, licenses, charges and fees of the City shall be paid by the Company, however 
 
SECTION 9. Period of Time of this Ordinance - Termination - Transfer. 



 
 
This agreement shall be in force and effect for a period of 10 years from and after the effective 
date specified. 
 
This franchise is not transferable without the express consent of the City of Dahlonega. 
 
SECTION 10. No Exclusive Privileges Conferred by this Ordinance. 
 
Nothing herein contained shall be construed as giving to the Company any exclusive privilege. 
 
SECTION II. Successors and Assigns. 
 
The rights, power, limitations, duties and restrictions herein provided for shall inure to and be 
binding upon the parties hereto and upon their respective successors and assigns. 
 
SECTION 12. Partial Invalidity and Repeal Provisions. 
 
If any section, sentence, clause, or phrase of this ordinance is for any reason held to be illegal, 
ultra vires or unconstitutional, such invalidity shall not affect the validity of the remaining 
portions of this ordinance. All ordinances and agreements and parts of ordinances and 
agreements in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 
 
SECTION 13. Liability of Company-- indemnification. 
 
During the period this ordinance is in existence and enjoyed by the Company, the Company shall 
indemnify and hold harmless the City, its agents, employees, officers and elected officials from 
any and all claims or losses, including reasonable attorney’s fees, and all damages and injuries 
occasioned to or sustained by any persons, firms or corporations, or their property arising oat of 
the actions, negligence or other activities of the Company. 
 
SECTION 14. Acceptance of Agreement. 
 
The Company shall have sixty (60) days from and alter the passage and approval of this 
ordinance to file its written acceptance thereof with the City’s Clerk. This ordinance shall take 
effect and be in force from and after the date of its passage and approval by the Mayor, and shall 
effectuate and make binding the franchise granted by this ordinance. 

 

Approved and effective this  4th   day of January, 1999  

City of Dahlonega 

BY: Haines Hill, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: Janet Jarrard, City Clerk 



 
Atlanta Gas Light 

 
ORDINANCE 98-11 

 
An ordinance to amend an ordinance dated March 13, 1967 granting Atlanta Gas Light 

Company (hereafter “Company”) a franchise for the use of rights of way and other public property for 
the purpose of distributing gas within the City of Dahlonega, so as to modify the franchise fee 
calculation provisions; to repeal conflicting laws; to provide an effective date; and for other purposes. 
 
BE IT ORDATNED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DAHLONEGA 
GEORGIA: 
 
SECTION 1. An ordinance dated March 13, 1967 granting Atlanta Gas Light Company a franchise for 
the use of rights of way and other public property for the purpose of distributing gas within the City of 
Dahlonega is hereby amended by inserting the following: 
 
Section 1. Definitions: 
 
(a) “Base Year” means the fiscal year ending September 30, 1998. 
 
(b) “Base Year Franchise Fee Factor” means the total franchise fees paid during the Base Year divided 
by the Design Day Capacity as recorded by the Company on the last day of the Base Year. 
 
(c) “Design Day Capacity” means the sum of the individual capacity in dekatherms (Dt) attributable to 
all firm customers located within the city limits of the City, as of the last day of the previous fiscal year. 
 
(d) “Firm Customers” means all residential and business customers who purchase a service that 
ordinarily is not subject to interruption or curtailment. 
 
(e) “Fiscal Year” means the 12 months ending September 30, of each year. 
 
(t) “Inflation Index” means the percentage change in the Consumer Price Index for all Urban 
Consumers as published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics, or any successor index, for the period from 
September 30, 1997;,to the beginning of the then current fiscal year. The percentage shall be reduced by 
any productivity factor adjustment for the same time period determined by the Georgia Public Service 
Commission for the Company. 
 
Section 2. Franchise Fee. 
 

The total dollar amount of franchise fees paid by the Company to the City shall be calculated as 
follows: 
 

The current Fiscal Year total franchise fee shall equal the product of the Design Day Capacity 
and the current franchise fee factor. The current franchise fee factor shall be equal to the product of the 
Base Year Franchise Fee Factor and one plus the Inflation Index expressed as a decimal to three 
significant digits. 
 



 
The following formula quantifies this payment: 

 
FFc FFFbyx(l + (CPI- PFA)) x DDCc 
 
Where FFc = total franchise fees due the city for the current Fiscal Year 
 
FFFby = the Base Year Franchise Fee Factor 
 
CPJ-PFA the Inflation Index based on the cumulative change in the Consumer Price Index less the 
productivity factor adjustment determined by the Georgia Public Service Commission. 
 
DDCc = the Design Day Capacity as of the last day of the previous fiscal year. 
 
FFFby = FFby / DDCby where 
 
FFby the total franchise fees paid in the Base Year 
 
and DDC by = the Design Day Capacity of the Base Year. 
 

Section 3. Responsibility for Payment of Franchise Fee. The Company as the holder of the 
franchise privilege hereunder is responsible for the payment of all franchise fees payable hereunder, and 
shall file such reports and returns as required by the franchise ordinance as modified by this 
Amendment. In addition, the Company shall report annually the names of all Gas marketers for which 
Company is transporting natural gas on the distribution system within the City. 
 

The franchise fee payments required hereunder shall be in lieu of any franchise fee license fee, 
occupation tax or other payment for use of the rights of way by the Company for the provision of gas 
service, but shall not prohibit imposition of a license fee or an occupation tax on gas marketers. 
 

Section 4. Quarterly Payments. Effective for the Fiscal Year 1999, and for each Fiscal Year 
thereafter during the term of the franchise ordinance, the Company shall remit to the City quarterly 
franchise fee installments. The installments shall equal to one-fourth (1/4) of the total annual franchise 
fee calculated in accordance with this ordinance. 
 

The quarterly payment is due and payable on or before the 30th day following the last day of 
each calendar quarter. 
 

Section 5. Annual Return. The Company shall file a return with its first quarterly installment in 
each Fiscal Year showing the details of the calculation of the annual franchise fee. 

 
Section 6. Delay of Inflation adjustments. Notwithstanding any other provision in this 

ordinance, any inflation adjustments shall be made to the franchise fee only when the Company changes 
its rates. 
 

Section 7. Conflicts In the event of a conflict between this ordinance and the original franchise 
dated March 13, 1967.  This ordinance shall control. All terms, conditions and stipulations contained in 
such franchise ordinance shall remain in full force and effect to the extent that they do not conflict with 
this ordinance.” 
 

SECTION 2. All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are repealed. 
 
 

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall become effective on the first day of the month following its 
approval by the Mayor and Council and its acceptance by Atlanta Gas Light Company. 



 
 

Approved by the Mayor and Council of the City of Dahlonega Georgia, on  31st Day of August, 
1998. 
 
By: Haines Hill, Mayor City of Dahlonega 
 
ATTEST: Janet Jarrard, City Clerk 

 
 
Accepted on behalf of Atlanta Gas Light Company, this ______ day of , 19 
 
_________________________________________  
Title: 
Authorized Representative for 
Atlanta Gas Light Company 



.
Cable T.V

 

ORDINANCE 79-3 
AMENDMENT ONE 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 79-3, “AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A 
NON-EXCLUSIVE FRANCHISE TO CABLE TV OF GEORGIA, INC., TO OPERATE 
AND MAINTAIN A CABLE TELEVISION SYSTEM IN THE CITY; REGULATING 
ITS OPERATION, FEES, PAYMENTS, SERVICE, CONSTRUCTION, AND 
MAINTENANCE, CONTAINING CERTAIN PROHIBITIONS, PRESCRIBING CERTAIN 
PENALTIES; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE” BY AMENDING THE 
DEFINITION OF “COMPANY UNDER SAID ORDINANCE TO BE TELEVIEW, INC. 
IN LIEU OF CABLE TV OF GEORGIA, INC. AND FURTHER APPROVING THE 
CHANGE OF CONTROL AND TRANSFER OF THE FRANCHISE TO TELEVIEW, INC. 
 

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Dahlonega, Georgia (the “City”), granted a Franchise to 
construct, own, operate and maintain a cable television system within the City of Dahlonega (the 
“System”) to Cable TV of Georgia, Inc., pursuant to Ordinance 79-3, dated May 7, 1979 and further 
allowed transfer of the Franchise to Cable TV of Georgia Limited Partnership (the “Franchisee”) on 
August 1, 1988, and 
 

WHEREAS, Cable TV of Georgia Limited Partnership and Teleview, Inc., a subsidiary of 
Standard Group, Inc., have entered into certain agreements, the effect of which will require a transfer of 
the Franchise to Teleview, Inc., and 
 

WHEREAS, Cable TV of Georgia Limited Partnership has requested that the City Council of 
Dahlonega approve the transfer of the Franchise to Teleview, Inc.; and 
 

WHEREAS, further understandings and commitments have been entered into between Teleview, 
Inc. and the City of Dahlonega which are by incorporation of that certain Memorandum of 
Understanding Between Teleview, Inc. and City of Dahlonega, dated June 12, made a part of this 
ordinance. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
DAHLONEGA, GEORGIA, AND IT IS SO ORDAINED BY THE AUTHORITY THEREOF THAT: 
 

1. The City does hereby approve the transfer of the Franchise to Teleview, Inc., and by this 
amendment does modify the name of the “Company” (the “Franchisee”) under said ordinance to be 
Teleview, Inc. 
 

2. The foregoing transfer to Teleview, Inc., shall be effective upon the receipt of a written 
memorandum of closing of the transaction described herein by the City of Dahlonega indicating that 
Teleview, Inc. has in fact succeeded to the rights formerly granted to Cable TV of Georgia Limited 
Partnership and upon receipt by the City of the executed 
Memorandum of Understanding between Teleview, Inc. and the City of Dahlonega. 
 

3. The City hereby affirms that the Franchise is currently valid and in full force and effect, 
and to the knowledge of the City no default exists thereunder. 
 



 
4. Subject to compliance with the terms of this Ordinance, and subject to the receipt by the 

City of a satisfactory Memorandum of Understanding between the City of Dahlonega and Teleview, 
Inc., all action necessary to approve the transfer of the Franchise to Teleview, Inc., has been duly and 
validly taken. 
 

It is so ordained by the City Council of the City of Dahlonega, Georgia, on the 15th day of June, 
1995. 

 
 
 
BY: Dr. John Raber, Mayor City of Dahlonega 
 
ATTEST: 
 
Janet Jarrard, City Clerk 



 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
 
 
 Teleview, Inc. and the City of Dahlonega on the 12th day of June 1995, have entered into the 
following binding memorandum which is incorporated by reference into Amendment One to Ordinance 
79-3, regarding the transfer of a cable television franchise from Cable TV of Georgia Limited 
Partnership to Teleview, Inc., Teleview, Inc. using its best efforts seeking to induce the City of 
Dahionega to act immediately upon its application will within a period of three years accomplish the 
following: 
 

1. Eliminate all violations and concerns under F.C.C. rules and regulations, under the 
National Electrical Safety Code, other applicable safety codes, and under the franchise 
agreement as identified by the City of Dahlonega regarding the current cable television 
system. 

 
2. Deploy optical fiber through the City of Dahlonega to improve signal quality. 

 
3.  Expand the channel capacity to a minimum of 54 channels. 

 
4.  Build an operational center in the City of Dahlonega to serve Lumpkin, Dawson and White 

Counties, and maintain said center for at least a period of five years, and will throughout 
the term of the franchise ordinance (City of Dahlonega Ordinance 79-3, Amendment 
One) maintain an office location within the City of Dahlonega. 

 
5. Upon completion of the channel capacity increase to 54 channels, Teleview, Inc. will 

expend the sum of $4000.00 in out of pocket costs to provide the City of Dahlonega a 
governmental access channel to be provided perpetually to the City of Dahlonega free of 
access cost to the City. 

 
 

6. The Franchise ordinance (City of Dahlonega Ordinance 79-3) will be amended formally to 
increase the term of the agreement up through year 2010, and in the appropriate years to 
increase franchise fees to 2% for calendar years 1997 and 1998; 3% for calendar years 
1999 and 2000; 4% for calendar years 2001 and 2002; and 5% for the concluding calendar 
years of the franchise term. 

 
It is so stipulated and agreed this 12th day of June, 1995 by and between the parties 

aforementioned. 
 
 
  Teleview, Inc.  
 
  By : 
  Title:  

 
 Attest:  
 Title: 
 
 
 City of Dahlonega 
 
 By: Dr. John Raber 



 
 

Cable T.V. 

ORDINANCE NO. 79-3

 
AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A NON-EXCLUSIVE FRANCHISE TO CABLE TV OF 
GEORGIA, INC., TO OPERATE AND MAINTAIN A CABLE TELEVISION SYSTEM IN 
THE CITY; REGULATING ITS OPERATION, FEES, PAYNENTS, SERVICE, 
CONSTRUCTION, AND MAINTENANCE: CONTAINING CERTAIN PROHIBITIONS, 
PRESCRIBING CERTAIN PENALTIES; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  

 
           This Ordinance is on file at City Hall 

 



 

ORDINANCE 75-5 
 

FRANCHISE GRANTED 
 
 

GEORGIA POWER COMPANY 
 

By 
 

         City of Dahlonega On 
          December 8, 1975 

 
An Ordinance granting permission and consent to Georgia Power Company, its successors, lessees and 
assigns to occupy the streets and public places of the City of Dahlonega in constructing, maintaining, 
operating and extending poles, lines, cables, equipment, and other apparatus for transmitting and 
distributing electricity, and for other purposes.

   
 
This Ordinance is on file at City Hall 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 ORDINANCE - 67-1 
 
 
AN ORDINANCE, GRANTING TO ATLANTA GAS LIGHT COMPANY, A GEORGIA 
CORPORATION, HEREINAFTER DESIGNATED AS “GRANTEE”, ITS SUCCESSORS AND 
ASSIGNS, THE RIGIWAND FRANCHISE T0 USE AND OCCUPY THE STREETS, AVENUES, 
ROADS, PUBLIC HIGHWAYS, ALLEYS, LANES, WAYS, PARKS AND OTHER PUBLIC 
PLACES OF THE CITY OF DAHLONEGA , GEORGIA, FOR CONSTRUCTING, MAINTAINING, 
RENEWING, REPAIRING, AND OPERATING A GAS WORKS AND GAS DISTRIBUTION 
SYSTEM, AND OTHER NECESSARY MEANS FOR MANUFACTURING, TRANSMITTING, 
DISTRIBUTING AND SELLING OF MANUFACTURED, NATURAL OR COMINGLED GAS 
WITHIN AND THROUGH THE OF CITY OF DAHLONEGA , GEORGIA; AND FIXING THE 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SUCH GRANT. 
 

ON FILE AT CITY HALL 
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